
GE THEME COURSES 

Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the 
Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to 
each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses 
seeing approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses 
seeking approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form 
for the chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or 
appropriate support staff person as you develop and submit your course.  

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will 
be able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since 
the reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, 
names of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Course subject & number

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced 
and in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal 
theme.  In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-
edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

Course subject & number



GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

Course subject & number



Specific Expectations of Courses in Sustainability 

GOAL 1: Students analyze and explain how social and natural systems function, 
interact, and evolve over time; how human wellbeing depends on these interactions; how 
actions have impacts on subsequent generations and societies globally; and how human 
values, behaviors, and institutions impact multi-faceted, potential solutions across time.   

1.1 Describe elements of the fundamental dependence of humans on Earth and environmental 
systems and on the resilience of these systems. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 
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1.3 Devise informed and meaningful responses to problems and arguments in the area of 
sustainability based on the interpretation of appropriate evidence and an explicit statement of 
values.  Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through 
which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

Course subject & number

1.2 Describe, analyze and critique the roles and impacts of human activity and technology on both 
human society and the natural world, in the past, currently, and in the future. Please link this ELO to 
the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 
words) 


	Overview
	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Sustainability
	GOAL 3: Students analyze and explain how social and natural systems function, interact, and evolve over time; how human wellbeing depends on these interactions; how actions have impacts on subsequent generations and societies globally; and how human v...


	LO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Critical evaluation of themes is conducted in three ways. First, the lectures are designed to be interactive, based on assigned readings. For example, the students read the classic 1968 Garrett Hardin paper on Tragedy of the Commons. The lecture goes over some key points, which is more facilitation of discussion than prolonged lecture, and we discuss whether or not the principles are still relevant today. Second, there are a number of “group-learning exercises” in which the class is divided into groups to look at an issue from different perspectives. As we get to modern Homo sapiens, one group will brainstorm on what elements of natural selection faced by our ancestors are no longer relevant, while the other group looks at new challenges for humans that bring new selective pressures. As the groups report back, we look at the commonalities and differences. Thirdly, the students write a paper on a topic of their choosing within the theme of sustainability, utilizing recent primary scientific literature, and give an informal presentation of their findings to the rest of the class and answer questions from the class.

	ELO 1: 
	2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme: The assigned paper, which is worth 20% of the student's grade, reviews at least five recent scientific papers from the primary literature, supplemented by scientific essays and older references. The paper topic is chosen by the student within the context of the sustainablity theme, in consultation with the instructor, so that the research is driven by personal interest and passion. The students then present a summation of their findings for class discussion and enlightenment about recent advances in topics related to human ecological adaptations. The instructor usually learns from this exercise as well, and can apply knowledge of the advances in future semesters, thereby keeping the course up to date.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Students learn early in this this course that the concept of 'carrying capacity' in a particular environment or for an entire planet involves the key element of sustainability. Human Ecological Adaptations takes an ecological and evolutionary approach to the place of nature and society in our lives, and our individual and community roles in nature and society. The broad nature of this course challenges students to think outside the proverbial intellectual box, and interconnect many components of our lives through energy and nutrient flows, which are the basis of ecology. The anthropology of human ecology is put in an historical context, but also a future context. For example, the students explore both long-term and contemporary relations between human population dynamics/growth and impacts on the viability and sustainability of the species with which we share our home. Projections of that continued relationship and its prospects provokes lively discussions among the students who are emboldened and encouraged to share their perspectives, and either agree with each other or agree to disagree with respect. 
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: When one places oneself in the context of 6 million years of prehistory, 10000 years of sedentary agricultural development, and a few hundred years of industrialization, one can feel pretty small – or quite accomplished. When one places oneself in the context of nearly 8 billion people, on can feel fairly insignificant – or emboldened to make a difference. In the Human Ecological Adaptations course, students come in with curiosity and uncertainty. Through our discussions and group learning exercises, students are led to deep self-reflection on their roles in society as educated members responsible for helping to make wise decisions in their commenity and for long-term sustainablity. Most students complete the course having discovered new perspectives on their place in nature and society, their ability to present new and bold ideas, and determined to make a difference in the world through their individual potential and abilities to lead others to make our world not only liveable, but sustainable for the long-term future. The topics for the final group learning exercises are chosen and created by the students themselves, giving them a sense of ownership of what they have learned.

	Briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme: Human Ecological Adaptations, Anthrop 3411, takes an in depth look at the human place in nature and natures place in humans. The central themes include the evolutionary biology of human origins and human variability in the context of energy and nutrient flows in ecological systems. Students explore historical perspectives on the development of anthropological human ecology as an interdisciplinary subject matter. Students trace early hominin ecological adaptations and environmental impacts through the fossil record then they apply learned principles to contemporary issues of the human/nature interface, including the impacts of technology and population dynamics on global environments, and how to make life on this planet more sustainable.
	Course subject & number: Anthrop 3411
	1: 
	3 Devise informed and meaningful responses to problems and arguments in sustainability based on the interpretation of appropriate evidence and explicit values: Modern human perceptions of the natural environments in which they live as well as the social environments surrounding them are remarkably varied. Some societies have a genuine connection with their natural environment, although that perception is often exaggerated. In Human Ecological Adaptations, for example, we look that the perceptions of early Native Americans being at one with nature and find that objectively it is largely a myth. The major religions share the conceptual value of humans having a responsibility for good stewardship of Earth, but their followers are often unaware of how we are not doing a very good job of that. Scientists, irrespective of their faith or lack-thereof, understand the concept and need for stewardship being vital for the sustainability of our planet, but have not been very good communicators. In this course, through the group learning exercises and final presentations, students practice becoming better communicators of contemporary science. Too often scientific views, such as anthropogenic global warming, are scoffed at for political reasons rather than empirical evidence. The Sustainability GE courses are a cure for that, not just because of what students learn and practice in the classroom, but for how they can be the mouthpieces of science their communities and beyond.
	2 Describe, analyze and critique the roles and impacts of human activity and technology on human society and the natural world: The uniqueness and broad appeal of the Human Ecological Adaptations course is that it teaches broad ecological and evolutionary principles through the specific lens of the origins of our own lineage, and how that got us to our precarious place in nature today. The students explore how once our ancestors evolved larger, more energy-consuming bodies with a growing omnivorous population, the environmental impact began some 1.8 million years ago, with the extinctions of competitors made clear in the fossil record. With these events in mind we look at the growing consequences, from stone tool technology to agriculture to the industrial revolution. This is backed by students reading one of the course books, Sparing Nature, that takes a specific approach to the relation of human population growth and population density to the growing number of extinction threats to mammals and birds. That book was published in 2003, but we can look at recent literature to see how the predicted trends are coming to fruition, and play a significant role in what is verifiably the planet's sixth mass extinction. Strategies on how to ameliorate the growing human impacts form part of the group-learning exercises that are geared toward current topics such as pandemics, global warming, or our human population size reaching 8 billion in the near future.
	1 Describe elements of the fundamental dependence of humans on Earth and environmental systems and on the resilience of these systems: The topic of Human Ecological Adaptations is quite complex by its very nature and content, covering both past and present of their oikos (the prefix for ecology). This is certain given the interwoven nature of the multiple ecosystems in which humans and their ancestors have found themselves, and the unpredictable natures of both biological and cultural evolution. By looking at long-term evolution of our lineage through an ecological lens, we see how our ancestors and the species with which they relied on and competed with, all adapted (or went extinct) in novel evolutionary ways as the regions and planet underwent dramatic change. One of the group learning exercises deals with how natural selection favored bipeality in an African environmental context, while the other group looks at the consequences of becoming a bipedal animal and the trade-offs involved within our own anatomy, so we learn that evolution is a series of compromises. Students then explore the environmental changes our ancestors endured and even created.
A pivotal part of the course is when we reach what John Bennet called the 'Ecological Transition' which can be paraphrased as the transition from nature's control over humans to human's control over nature. (Obviously there are nuances to that paraphrasing worthy of classroom discussion.) This leads to benefits for humans, such as domesticated plants and animals as well as harnessing various energy sources, but also profound effects on the natural environments, especially as our human populations grows out of sustainable proportions to the rest of life on Earth. Through classroom discussions and group learning exercises, the students reflect on their places in nature. For example, one such exercise has one group develop arguments that humans are domesticated animals, while the other group develops arguments to the contrary. 



